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Petal School District administration, school nurses, and teachers are closely monitoring the 
outbreak of illness caused by the new identified Coronavirus (COVID-19). The epicenter of the 
outbreak is Wuhan, China, but additional cases have been identified in other international 
locations, including the United States. Health officials worldwide recognize that this is a rapidly 
evolving situation; the CDC (Centers of Disease Control and Prevention) and Mississippi 
Department of Health (MSDH) are being updated frequently with information. At this time, the 
CDC reports the immediate health risk from COVID-19 to the general American public low at 
this time. To date, there have been NO cases of COVID-19 reported in Mississippi or Petal 
School District.  
 
Petal School District will practice the recommendations of the CDC and the MSDH will be 
followed as published. Prevention is the key strategy with any infectious illness. We encourage 
students and parents alike to practice preventive measures including: 

● Handwashing--with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
● Covering your cough 
● Avoiding touching eyes, nose, and mouth 
● Avoiding close contact with people who are sick 
● Staying at home when ill 

○ Including students being fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing 
medication before returning to school 

● Disinfection of surfaces and frequently touched objects regularly  
 
Travel to Areas with Documented Cases 
  
With spring break upon us, CDC highly discourages students, families, and faculty to travel to 
countries with a CDC Level 2 or 3 status. Any person who has traveled from impacted areas in 
the past 14 days and who have fever, cough, or difficulty breathing should NOT come to school 
and seek medical care immediately.  
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html 
 
Additional Information can be found at the following sites for those seeking more information on 
COVID-19. 

● https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
● https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/14,0,420.html 
● https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/Library/CR-012550.pdf 
● https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/videos.html 
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Petal School District will circulate notices regarding any changes to Petal School District’s 
strategies to prevent and monitor these public health concerns. 
 
Thank you for doing your part in keeping the Petal School District healthy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


